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Messrs. FRANKS of New Jersey,
NEY, and BLAGOJEVICH changed
their vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’

Messrs. SHAYS, WATTS of Okla-
homa, HERGER, PITTS, HULSHOF,
EWING, GARY MILLER of California,
SCARBOROUGH, SUNUNU, and Ms.
MCKINNEY changed their vote from
‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’

So the amendment was rejected.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, earlier today, I was
unavoidably detained on official business in
my congressional district in central New Jer-
sey. During that time, I missed three rollcall
votes.

Had I been here, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’
on rollcall No. 185 and ‘‘no’’ on rollcall Nos.
186 and 187.

The CHAIRMAN. It is now in order to
consider amendment No. 19 printed in
Part A of House Report 106–175.

AMENDMENT NO. 19 OFFERED BY MR. SKELTON

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Chairman, I offer
an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Part A amendment No. 19 offered by Mr.
SKELTON:

In section 1006—
(1) strike subsection (a) (page 270, lines 21

through 24);
(2) in the section heading (page 270, line

20), strike ‘‘BUDGETING FOR’’ and insert
‘‘SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS RE-
QUEST FOR’’; and

(3) in subsection (b), strike ‘‘(b) SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS REQUEST FOR OPER-
ATIONS IN YUGOSLAVIA.—’’.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to House
Resolution 200, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) and a Member
opposed each will control 15 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON).

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I find it rather ironic;
no, I find it rather sad that in the wake
of a military victory for America and
for the NATO forces, we find ourselves
in this excellent authorization bill dis-
cussing language that cuts off funding
for the troops on September 30 of this
year.
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The amendment which I offer will de-
lete subsection A of section 1006, while
leaving in place subsection B. Sub-
section B requires the President to re-
quest supplemental appropriations in

order to conduct combat or peace-
keeping operations in the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia. Subsection B,
standing alone, adequately protects the
funding authorized by this bill without
running the risk of undermining Amer-
ica’s and NATO’s military and peace-
keeping efforts in Kosovo.

Mr. Chairman, 2 weeks ago, when we
were first scheduled to take this bill
up, I would have argued that the lan-
guage in this bill sent the wrong mes-
sage at the wrong time. Now the with-
drawal of Serb forces, which is under
way from Kosovo today, the message
that we would send by rejecting my
amendment would be a horrific mes-
sage. The timing of the message would
make it even worse.

We must pass this amendment so
that we can proceed further and not
cut off the troops for the wonderful job
that they have done. We cannot cut
them off on September 30 of this year.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ORTIZ).

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today in support of the Skelton amend-
ment to the defense authorization bill,
an amendment this House should pass
for many reasons.

The gentleman’s amendment strips
the present language out of the bill
which prohibits funds being expended
in Yugoslavia after September 30, 1999.
The current language in the bill does
not reflect the best that this country
and this Congress can offer in our de-
fense policy bill.

The House Committee on Armed
Services struggled long and hard to get
this bill to the floor. It is generally an
outstanding bill, a very good bill. But
this language will garner a presidential
veto, and our purpose here is to pass a
bill that the President will sign, as
well as safeguard our troops and the se-
curity interests of the United States of
America.

Leaving the restrictive language on
Yugoslavia in this bill puts its passage
in jeopardy, and that is bad enough.
But worse, it puts our troops in jeop-
ardy, those young men and women
fighting for the strategic interests of
the United States.

Mr. Chairman, we cannot try to run
this conflict, this war, like we run a
regular business. We cannot do that.
We are dealing with a man who is a vi-
cious killer. Soldiers in the field, I do
not think will appreciate it if we do
not support this amendment.

Lastly, we would be terribly ill-ad-
vised to include this language in our
bill because it sends a mixed message
to Milosevic, the latest hate-monger of
the 20th century. The very last person
to whom we want to provide aid and
comfort is Milosevic, a devoted enemy
of peace in Central Europe.

I urge my friends and colleagues to
support this amendment.

Mr. Chairman, the Government of the Re-
public of China announced on June 7 that it
would provide a grant aid equivalent to about
US$300 million to help the Kosovar refugees.
The aid will consist of emergency support for
food, shelters, medical care, and education for


